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Mr. Popperʼs Penguins is one of the handful of American books for children that has 
attained the status of a classic. A humble house painter is sent a male penguin by the 
great Admiral Drake and, thanks to the arrival of a female penguin, soon has twelve 
penguins living in his house.

You can learn a lot about life by observing another species. Thatʼs what Humphrey 
was told when he was first brought to Room 26. And boy, is it true! In addition to hav-
ing FUN-FUN-FUN in class, each weekend this amazing hamster gets to sleep over 
with a different student, like Lower-Your-Voice-A.J. and Speak-Up-Sayeh. 

Little House in the Big Woods takes place in 1871 and introduces us to four-year-
old Laura, who lives in a log cabin on the edge of the Big Woods of Wisconsin. She 
shares the cabin with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters Mary and Carrie, and their lovable 
dog, Jack.
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Freckle Juice

Tornado

A Lion to Guard Us

Muggie Maggie

Judy Blume

Betsy Byars

Clyde Robert Bulla

Beverly Cleary

More than anything in the world, Andrew Marcus wants freckles. His classmate Nicky 
has freckles—they cover his face, his ears, and the whole back of his neck. But 
when Andrew asks Nicky where he got them, Nicky just says he was born with them. 
Some help he is!

A tornado appears in the distance, and the family quickly gathers into the storm cel-
lar. The storm rages outside, but Pete, the farmhand, knows this is the perfect time 
to tell his stories about a dog named Tornado.

Featuring a heroine with faith, courage, and a great deal of grit, this acclaimed his-
torical fiction novel portrays the realities faced by three children hoping to find a new 
home in an unknown land.

At first, Maggie is just feeling plain stubborn when she declares she wonʼt learn 
cursive. Whatʼs wrong with print, anyway? And she can easily type on a computer, 
so why would she need to know how to read those squiggly lines? But soon all her 
classmates are buzzing about Maggieʼs refusal to learn, especially after her teacher, 
Mrs. Leeper, says Maggieʼs cursive is so sloppy that her name looks like “Muggie.”
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Miss Rumphius

Molly’s Pilgrim

Sadako and the �ousand Paper Cranes

George’s Marvelous Medicine

Eleanor Coerr

Barbara Cooney

Barbara Cohen

Roald Dahl

The star of her schoolʼs running team, Sadako is lively and athletic…until the dizzy 
spells start. Then she must face the hardest race of her life—the race against time. 
Based on a true story, Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes celebrates the cour-
age that makes one young woman a heroine in Japan. 

Barbara Cooneyʼs story of Alice Rumphius, who longed to travel the world, live in a 
house by the sea, and do something to make the world more beautiful, has a time-
less quality that resonates with each new generation. The countless lupines that 
bloom along the coast of Maine are the legacy of the real Miss Rumphius, the Lupine 
Lady, who scattered lupine seeds everywhere she went.

George is alone in the house with Grandma. The most horrid, grizzly old grunion of 
a grandma ever. She needs something stronger than her usual medicine to cure her 
grouchiness. A special grandma medicine, a remedy for everything. And George 
knows just what to put into it. Grandmaʼs in for the surprise of her life—and so is 
George, when he sees the results of his mixture!

As Molly nears her first Thanksgiving in the New World, she doesnʼt find much to 
be thankful for. Her classmates giggle at her Yiddish accent and make fun of her 
unfamiliarity with American ways. Mollyʼs embarrassed when her mother helps with 
a class Thanksgiving project by making a little doll that looks more like a Russian 
refugee than a New England Pilgrim. 
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James and the Giant Peach

Boxcar Children

My Father’s Dragon

Charlotte’s Web

Roald Dahl

Gertrude Warner

Ruth Stiles Gannett

E.B. White

After James Henry Trotterʼs loses his parents, he goes to live with his two horrible 
aunts, Spiker and Sponge. Life there is no fun, until James accidentally drops some 
magic crystals by the old peach tree and strange things start to happen. The peach 
at the top of the tree begins to grow, and before long itʼs as big as a house.

Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny are brothers and sisters. Theyʼre orphans too, and 
the only way they can stay together is to make it on their own. When the children 
find an abandoned boxcar in the woods, they decide to call it home—and become 
the Boxcar Children!

When Elmer Elevator tells a stray cat about his dream of being able to fly, he learns of 
a captive dragon on Wild Island. The dragon has been forced by the jungle residents 
to serve as their shuttle across a wide river — and anyone who rescues the dragon 
from its cruel captors might be entitled to a free ride.

Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. These are the words in Charlotteʼs Web, high up in Zuck-
ermanʼs barn. Charlotteʼs spiderweb tells of her feelings for a little pig named Wilbur, 
who simply wants a friend. They also express the love of a girl named Fern, who 
saved Wilburʼs life when he was born the runt of his litter.




