
City of Ember

by Jeanne DuPrau

Becoming Muhammad Ali
by James Patterson, Kwame Alexander

Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. 
Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age 
seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood friends, struggles in school, 
the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius’ 
family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cas-
sius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first 
Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali.

The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years 
later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning to dim. When Lina finds part of 
an ancient message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. Now, she and her 
friend Doon must race to figure out the clues to keep the lights on. If they succeed, 
they will have to convince everyone to follow them into danger. But if they fail? The 
lights will burn out and the darkness will close in forever.

Dragons in a Bag
by Zetta Elliott (Author), Geneva B (Illustrator)

When Jaxon is sent to spend the day with a mean old lady his mother calls Ma, he 
finds out she’s not his grandmother--but she is a witch! She needs his help delivering 
baby dragons to a magical world where they’ll be safe. There are two rules when it 
comes to the dragons: don’t let them out of the bag, and don’t feed them anything 
sweet. Before he knows it, Jax and his friends Vikram and Kavita have broken both 
rules! Will Jax get the baby dragons delivered safe and sound? Or will they be lost in 
Brooklyn forever?

Worth

by A. LaFaye

Before the accident Nathaniel’s life seemed pretty good. His help around the farm 
made his father proud. But now, with a busted leg, Nathaniel can’t do farmwork any-
more, so his father adopts another son through the Orphan Train. Feeling replaced and 
useless, Nathaniel attends school for the first time. Meanwhile, sturdy and strong John 
is able to do the work that earns Pa’s attention.

Reading List  2025-2026 Grades 4th-5th



2

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

Savvy

Miss Rumphius

�e Best School Year Ever

J.K. Rowling (Author)

by Ingrid Law (Author)

by Barbara Cooney (Author)

by Barbara Robinson

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start dropping on the 
doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green ink on yellowish parchment 
with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on 
Harry’s eleventh birthday, a great beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid 
bursts in with some astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to be-
gin!

Thirteen is when a Beaumont’s savvy hits—and with one brother who causes hurricanes 
and another who creates electricity, Mibs Beaumont is eager to see what she gets. But 
just before the big day, Poppa is in a terrible accident. And now all Mibs wants is a sav-
vy that will save him. In fact, Mibs is so sure she’ll get a powerful savvy that she sneaks 
a ride to the hospital on a rickety bus with her sibling and the preacher’s kids in tow. 
After this extraordinary adventure—full of talking tattoos and a kidnapping—not a soul 
on board will ever be the same.

Barbara Cooney’s story of Alice Rumphius, who longed to travel the world, live in a 
house by the sea, and do something to make the world more beautiful, has a timeless 
quality that resonates with each new generation. The countless lupines that bloom 
along the coast of Maine are the legacy of the real Miss Rumphius, the Lupine Lady, 
who scattered lupine seeds everywhere she went. Miss Rumphius received the Ameri-
can Book Award in the year of publication.

In The Best School Year Ever, Imogene, Claude, Ralph, Leroy, Ollie, and Gladys Herd-
man haven’t changed a bit. They still set things on fire and knock the other kids black 
and blue. One day the teachers ask all the students to think of compliments for their 
classmates, and Beth Bradley picks Imogene Herdman’s name. At first, Beth can’t 
think of anything good, but soon she begins to see Imogene in a new light. Maybe 
behind all of the outrageous pranks, there is something good about the Herdmans?
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�e False Prince
by Jennifer A. Nielsen (Author)

�e Million Dollar Shot
by Dan Gutman (Author)

In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Con-
ner, a nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the 
king’s long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to 
compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner’s 
motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances on a sword’s point -- he 
must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage’s rivals have 
their own agendas as well.

�e Missing Found
by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Author)

One night a plane appeared out of nowhere, the only passengers aboard: thirty-six 
babies. As soon as they were taken off the plane, it vanished. Now, thirteen years later, 
two of those children are receiving sinister messages, and they begin to investigate 
their past. Their quest to discover where they really came from leads them to a con-
spiracy that reaches from the far past to the distant future—and will take them hur-
tling through time. In this exciting new series, bestselling author Margaret Peterson 
Haddix brings an element of suspense that will keep readers on the edge of their seats.

Tuck Everlasting
by Natalie Babbit (Author)

What if you could live forever? In this timeless story young Winnie Foster learns of a 
hidden spring in a nearby wood and meets the Tuck family, whose members reveal 
their astonishing discovery of the spring’s life-changing power. Now Winnie must de-
cide what to do with her newfound knowledge and the Tucks must decide what to do 
with her. But it’s not just the curious girl who is interested in their remarkable tale. A 
suspicious stranger is also searching for the Tucks, and he will stop at nothing until he 
finds them and uncovers their secret.

Eddie “Air” Ball wants to win the Finkle Foods poetry contest for a chance to sink a 
million-dollar free throw at halftime of the NBA finals. He knows he can make the shot, 
no problem. He’s not so sure he can write a winning poem, though. Luckily, Eddie has 
the help of his best friend, Annie “Oakley” Stokely. Not only is Annie as good at shoot-
ing baskets as Eddie is, she also knows a lot about writing poems. But someone wants 
him to miss and will stop at nothing to keep Eddie from winning. Together, the two 
friends might have a chance to win the money that will help their parents move them 
out of their trailer park homes.


