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Woodsong

by Gary Paulsen

Gary Paulsen is no stranger to adventure. He has flown off the back of a dogsled and
down a frozen waterfall to near disaster and waited for a giant bear to seal his fate with
one slap of a claw. He has led a team of sled dogs toward the Alaskan Mountain Range
in an Iditarod—the grueling, 1,180-mile dogsled race—hallucinating from lack of sleep
but determined to finish.

Al Capone Does My Shirts

by Gennifer Choldenko

Today | moved to Alcatraz, a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird
turd and surrounded by water. I’'m not the only kid who lives here. There are twen-
ty-three other kids who live on the island because their dads work as guards or cooks
or doctors or electricians for the prison, like my dad does.
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Bomb

by Steve Sheinkin

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery:
When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple
discovery launched a scientific race that spanned three continents.

Bridge to Terabithia

by Katherine Paterson

Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner in the fifth
grade. And he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The two
become fast friends and spend most days in the woods behind Leslie’s house, where
they invent an enchanted land called Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia
without Jess and a tragedy occurs. It will take the love of his family and the strength
that Leslie has given him for Jess to be able to deal with his grief.
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Firegirl

by Tony Abbott (Author)

From the moment Jessica arrives, life is never quite the same for Tom and his sev-
enth-grade classmates. They learn that Jessica has been in a fire and was badly burned,
and will be attending St. Catherine’s will receiving medical treatments. Despite her
appearance and the fear she evokes in him and most of the class, Tom slowly develops a
tentative friendship with Jessica that changes his life.

A
Fish in a Tree

by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (Author)

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new
school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive dis-
tractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her
newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker.
With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be
ashamed of.
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Good Different

by Meg Eden Kuyatt

She always, always sticks to them. This means keeping her feelings locked tightly in-
side, despite the way they build up inside her as each school day goes on, so that she
has to run to the bathroom and hide in the stall until she can calm down. So that she
has to tear off her normal-person mask the second she gets home from school, and
listen to her favorite pop song on repeat, trying to recharge. Selah feels like a dragon
stuck in a world of humans, but she knows how to hide it.

Ground Zero A Novel of 911

by Alan Gratz

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th
floor of the World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower,
creating a fiery nightmare of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it
all. Can he survive, and escape?
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Hattie Big Sky

by Kirby Larson

For most of her life, sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks has been shuttled from one
distant relative to another. Tired of being Hattie Here-and-There, she summons the
courage to leave lowa and move all by herself to Vida, Montana, to prove up on her
late uncle’s homestead claim.

Justin Morgan Had a Horse

by Marguerite Henry

R Joel Goss knows that Little Bub is a special colt, even though he’s a runt. And when

f\ ——— = schoolteacher Justin Morgan asks Joel to break the colt in, Joel is thrilled! Soon word

IUS‘IIDNAMHOOFiC;/éN about Little Bub has spread throughout the entire Northeast -- this spirited colt can
pull heavier loads than a pair of oxen. And run faster than thoroughbreds!
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Praoject Mulberry

by Linda Sue Park

Julia Song and her friend Patrick would love to win a blue ribbon, maybe even two, at
the state fair. They’'ve always done projects together, and they work well as a team. This
time, though, they’re having trouble coming up with just the right project. Then Julia’s
mother offers a suggestion: They can raise silkworms, as she did when she was a girl in
Korea.
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The Wednesday Wars

by Gary D. Schmidt

As the Vietnam War turns lives upside down, Holling comes to admire and respect both
Shakespeare and Mrs. Baker, who have more to offer him than he imagined. And when
his family is on the verge of coming apart, he also discovers his loyalty to his sister, and
his ability to stand up to his domineering father who is obsessed with his business im-
age, when it matters most.




